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This paper compares two eTandem projects—Japan—Korea and Japan—Germany—to examine
how the positioning of logbooks for reflection and language learning advising influenced
learner behavior and continuity. eTandem is grounded in reciprocity and learner autonomy,
and mechanisms that promote reflection are essential for sustaining engagement. Although
both projects adopted shared guidelines and a common session structure, their support
systems differed: in Japan—Korea, the logbook and advising were optional, whereas in Japan—
Germany, both were integrated as standard components. Consequently, no participants in the
Japan—Korea project used advising, and only one student continued logbook entries. In
contrast, all participants in the Japan—Germany project maintained consistent logbook
records, and advising sessions facilitated goal setting, strategy adjustment, and the sharing of
learning experiences, with all pairs sustaining their activities. The comparison suggests the
importance of an appropriately structured framework aligned with learners’ developmental
stages of autonomy, together with continuous support that promotes reflection.

Keywords: tandem learning, learner autonomy, logbooks, advising in language learning,
reflective support
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issue for e-tandem learning and telecollaboration.
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