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Greetings from the Editorial Board

Mutsumi Kawasaki, Gifu University
Joe Tomei, Kumamoto Gakuen University

Naomi Fujishima, Okayama University

Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Japan Association of Self~Access Learning (JASAL)
Journal, for which we are honored to have Katherine Thornton and Garold Murray as guest
editors. Katherine Thornton was the JASAL president from 2011-2016 and currently serves
on the Executive Board as events coordinator. She is the programme director at E-CO
(English Cafe at Otemon) Self-Access Center at Otemon Gakuin University, and a regular
column editor of Studies in Self-Access Learning (SiSAL) Journal. Garold Murray founded
JASAL with Lucy Cooker in 2005 and was president from 2005-2010. He has also served as
convener of the AILA Research Network on Learner Autonomy in Language Learning
(2005-2011). He has extensive experience of establishing, managing, and researching self-
access centers in Japan, and he has edited several books in the field. Together, their extensive
knowledge and expertise have helped this journal get off to the firmest and strongest possible
start.

The launch of this journal is a significant event for JASAL, and we hope you are as excited as
we are to see the first issue published. The editorial board would like to thank the editorial
team, the authors, the reviewers, and everyone else who has helped in the various stages of
the production process.

We anticipate that this journal will be a great resource for advancing the development of self-
access language learning in Japan and beyond. We look forward to receiving your

submissions for future issues. Thank you for joining us on this journey!
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