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Welcome to JASAL 2017



JASAL: How did it start?

New Concept Approach

Learner Autonomy

Low Budget

Little Understanding

Staffing Difficulty



JASAL Founders 2005-2010 committee

Garold Murray
(then Akita International 

University, now Okayama 
University)

Lucy Cooker
(then Kanda University, 

now University of 
Nottingham, UK)

Hisako 
Yamashita

(then Kanda University, 
now Konan Women’s 

University)
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JASAL 2nd Committee members (2011-2015)

Vice President
Dirk 

MacKenzie

Membership Chair
Hisako 

Yamashita

President
Katherine 
Thornton



Hello!
JASAL 3rd Committee members (2016-2019)

Publicity Chair
Clair Taylor
(Gifu Shotoku 

Gakuen University)

President
Hisako 

Yamashita
(Konan Women’s 

University)

Membership Chair
Katherine 
Thornton

(Otemon University)

Events Coordinator
Andy Tweed

(Meijo University)



One of the first “forums” (JALT 2009)

8 presenters, 2 audience members

 



• JALT 2006 (3)

• JALT 2007 (5)

• JALT 2008 (8)

• JALT 2009 (5)

• JALT 2010 (8)

• JALT 2011 (16) 

• JALT 2012 (12)

• JALT 2013 (9)

• JALT 2014 (6)

Sharing ideas and growing together



2015 JASAL 10th Anniversary Conference, Tokyo

19 presenters 

The first all-day stand-alone conference



JASAL 2016     Konan Women’s University, Kobe

•95 participants
•43 affiliations 
•32 presentations
•2 student presentations
•SAC tour of e-space 



JASAL Membership Growth in 12 years
345

2017



Nationwide and 
from 

outside of Japan

JASAL Members



Community Building & Support
Membership Resources



JASAL SAC tours
• Soka University (2013)
• Kanda Institute of Foreign Languages (2014, 2015)
• Sojo University, Kumamoto (2015)
• Tokoha University, Shizuoka (2015)
• Chiba University (2016)
• Meijo University, Nagoya (2016)
• Akita International University (2017)



JASAL Student Staff Forums
• Student Involvement in Self-Access Centers Conference 

2013
• JASAL Show & Tell Event at Okayama University  2015
• Empowering Students in Self-Access Conference 

(ESSAC) 2016 by KUIS



JASAL Forum at PanSIG 2017
Open Discussion Forum on Self-Access Learning

May 20, 2017



Facilitating discussion & communication:

Launched September 2011
JASAL email Listserve

Launched in 2016

 JASALorg
Just started! in 2017

Tweet today! 
#JASAL2017



Sharing Expertise: JASAL members’ Publications

Currently 55 publications 
by JASAL members

Links to other seminal 
SALL texts

To add your own 
self-access related 
publications, visit the 
JASAL website.

https://jasalorg.wordpress.com/publications-by-jasal-members/


Quantifying SACs: Japan Language Learning Space Registry

37 SACs registered to date

Please add your LLS

Launched June 2012



• Community
• Support
• Professional 
Development

Our Mission:
To continue growing & supporting 



Welcome to JASAL 2017 
at Kanda University of International Studies

• Plenary Talk by Dr. Garold Murray

• Lunch at 食神　Shokujin

• SAC tour (Self-guided & Lunch)

• 10 Poster Presentations

• 32 Regular Presentations 

• 4 Student Presentations

• Closing

• Reception & Student Pizza party



Welcome from Director of KUIS 8

Dr. Jo Mynard



SALC Self-Guided Tour 



Plenary Talk 

Dr. Garold Murray
Okayama University

Self-Access Environments as 
Self-Enriching Complex Dynamic 

Ecosocial Systems



Upcoming conferences in our field

SUTLF 2018 @ 
Sojo University

Kumamoto
February 3, 2018

PLL3 @ 
Waseda University

Tokyo
June 7-10, 2018

ILA 2018 @ 
Konan Women’s University

Kobe
September 5-8, 2018

Call for Proposals 
Due Jan. 14, 2018



JASAL 2018

More coming soon!


