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Background information
Turkish EFL students were ready to take the 
responsibility for their own learning despite 
their strong tendency to accept the teacher‘s 
power and authority in the learning process
(Nasöz, 2015: Karabıyık, 2008; Koçak, 
2003; Yıldırım, 2004). 



British Council Report (2015)
In the 2014 English Proficiency Index, Turkey 
came 47th in the world and last of the 24 
European countries.

- little responsibility for learning 
- little opportunity for practicing speaking



SSUA SAC Mission

To ensure independent learning skills, SAC 
• offers regularly-scheduled workshops
• publishes a newsletter, “The SAC Post”
• offers mentoring 
To support language learning SAC
• offers in-house materials and published materials
• extracurricular activities: English-language 

clubs/sessions, cultural events and competitions



SAC at Social Sciences University 
of Ankara
� Founded in 2016
� English-only space
� independent learning & language learning



SSUA SAC Units
� Lounge 
� Reading corner 
� Speaking corner
� Materials section 
� Club corner
� Computer lab 



• Goal Setting in Language 
Learning
• How to improve your 
pronunciation
• British English versus American 
English
• Dictionary use
• Reading strategies
• Listening strategies
•Writing strategies
• How to improve writing
• Vocabulary learning strategies
• Useful websites and applications 
for learning English

• Foreign language anxiety
• TOEFL Tips
• IELTS Tips
• Presentation skills
• Phonetic alphabet and 
Pronounciation
• Studying abroad
•Making inferences &Drawing 
conclusions
• Note-taking skills
• Public Speaking
•Academic skills
• Stress & Intonation
• Self-assessment

WORKSHOPS



WHAT ABOUT EXTRACURRICULAR 
ACTIVITIES?



• Conversation Club
• Drama Club
• Karaoke Club
• Scrabble Club
• Book Club
•Movie Club
• Sitcom-sessions
• Ted-talk sessions
• Tea-time talk sessions
• Riddles and jokes
• Tongue twisters
• How to make a cake
• Haiku 
• School of thought – Meditation
•Movieoke

Literature events
•Appreciating Literature Series
• Close Reading Series
• Short story analysis
• Go gothic with Jane Eyre
• Getting to know Jane Auston
• Legend: The Hound of 
Basketvilles

CLUBS/SESSIONS





•Language and Culture Day
•Armenian Language and Culture 
Day
• Chinese New Year Traditions
• German Suitcase
•Weird and Funny Facts about 
French Culture
• Halloween 
• Study in China& CI Scholarships

• Russian Gestures
• Origami
• Introduction to Beijing Opera & 
Mask painting
• English words of French origin
• British Day: Culture and 
Language

CULTURAL EVENTS



• Scrabble Tournament

• Short Story writing competition

• Trivia Quiz

• Oscar Night

• SSUA Talks

• Caps challenge

•

COMPETITIONS



Need Analysis & Feedback
Need Analysis (questionaires& interviews)
� Skills
� Reflection on SAC sessions (e.g., clubs, 

cultural events) 



Variety
� Clubs/sessions - 25
� Cultural events - 12
� Competitions - 6
� Workshops - 25



Concurrent sessions
SAC Weekly Schedule



Proficency Level & CEFR



Four skills
Speaking Reading Listening Writing

Tea-time talk 
sessions

Appreciating 
Literature 
Series

Movie Club Haiku

Conversation 
club

Book club Sitcom-
sessions

Short story 
writing

Drama Club Close Reading 
Series 

Ted-talk 
sessions

Essay analysis



21st century skills
� Creativity and imagination
� Critical thinking
� Collaboration and team work
� Cooperation
� Communication



Role of the teacher
� Facilitator
� Guide
� Counselor



Interrelated SAC events
� Ted-talk sessions
� Workshop: Public speaking
� SSUA Talks





Topics 
� Social sciences 
� Course book
� Need analysis/ Interest 



SAC on Social Media

Instagram: ssuasac Youtubechannel: Self access center SSUA 
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Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gvlXA
yTr-o



THANK YOU

muruvvet.nasoz@asbu.edu.tr
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murvetnasoz@gmail.com 


